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How does Twitter connect to the idea of Learner Control?
Learner Control is the idea that the leaner has control over his/her learning pace and choices as they go through a program.  The learner can decide to skip something, ask for more practice if needed and decide on how they will navigate through a learning program.


When I look at Twitter as a program I do not feel that it has a lot of learner control.  Twitter has more program control.  They only allow 140 characters per post, they put your post on the top of your list and they have created the framework for how Twitter is viewed by all users.


As a user there is some learner control. I can decide whom I am following and who is following me.  I can change my background on the computer version of Twitter and I can choose to be connected to my Twitter account from my mobile phone.   I can also decide how frequently I choose to post something on twitter.


I think the best way to involve learner control in an educational setting is to use it as a type of discussion board.  If I had a class of students I could put up a question or thought and look for responses from my students.  I could make it a requirement that each student has to post a response and then respond to at least three other students.  I do have to say though, that I don’t think Twitter will ever be allowed in public school setting.  Students would be able to log-in to their personal home accounts and do all sorts of things that do not apply to the Twitter feed we are using for class.  I also work in a school district where less than half of my students have computers at home.  It would be impossible to make it a homework assignment to log-on to my Twitter account and respond to something.  Our town library has computers, but I can’t expect the parents to head to the library each night.  I know there are Twitter apps for cell phones, but I also can’t expect students to have a cell phone to access the Twitter page.


On a personal level as an educator, I could use Twitter as an “idea pool.”  If I am looking for center ideas for my classroom I could post a question and see what I get for responses.  I could have my staff each create a Twitter account and it could work as a collaboration tool.  We could post what we are focusing on in each subject to make sure the other teachers at the same grade level are all on the same page.  I think this would take some work to get all the teachers to “buy in” to the idea of using Twitter.  Even if all of the teachers do not choose to participate you could do it with the teachers that are involved!


The other idea that came to my mind was using it as a way to keep in touch with past students.  Many of many past students try to friend me on facebook, but I will not allow it.  I have too many friends and family members involved.  I could create a Twitter account and converse back and forth with my past students.    It would be a way to keep in touch and see where they are and allow them to speak with me at any time.

